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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In this chapter, the researcher presents some points related to this research 
including background of the study, formulation of the research problem, objective 
of the research, research hypothesis, significance of the study, scope and 
limitation of the study, definition of key term. 
 
A. Background Of The Study 
Reading is not only the process to decode and get fluency, but reading 
more elaborate than two both. Ruth Schoenbach (1999) states that reading 
must work in understanding and know the whole meaning of a text. the 
students need to try themselves in interpreating the meaning from the 
context. According to Cline et all (2007), reading is a process of decoding 
and understanding written text. Decoding means the ability to translete the 
writing systems symbol into the oral word that they want to represent. 
Understanding means determine the reading purpose, the context, the nature 
of the text, and the students strategies and knowledge. Understanding 
requires comprehension of the relationship between topics to sentences, 
paragraphs, and the main idea from information of the text (Mahmoud 
:1992). 
To achieve the purpose of reading, students must comprehend the text 
in order to get understanding in general or detail information of the whole 
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text. Comprehension is the process of producing meaning from the written 
text. The aim is to gain an understanding of the whole meaning that 
described from the text rather than to obtained the meaning by transleting 
the words or sentences by each (Kintsch: 1998, Van Dijk and Kintsch: 
1998). Comprehension demands to understand the written word and the 
content that is being read. Then, the students are able to translete the text by 
their own language. In other hand, according to Wixson (2003) defines that 
reading comprehension is the ability to construct meaning from the acquired 
text information previously. Construct meaning comes from the content of 
the text that is determined. 
In improving reading comprehension, the difficulties can come from 
teachers themselves. According to Richards (2007), teaching reading is 
difficult to do, teachers must be aware on students’ progress in organizing 
the information of the text. In teachers’s problem of teaching process, the 
teacher only asks students to read silently and answer the provided question 
based on the text book. The further worst step is students cannot improve 
their reading comprehension and claim that they already be able in reading 
skill. It is because the students do not interested on the unvaried strategy of 
teacher used and only stand in same strategy. Another is the teacher uses 
conventional and monotone strategy that makes students feel bored. 
According to Nunan (1999), failure or being success in teaching is based on 
strategy teacher used. So, the teacher should create the incentives reading 
escape for students. In this case, teachers should apply many various 
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strategies that make students feel happy, comfortable, and interested in 
learning process. In order to make students get interested, motivation, and 
get awareness in reading comprehension, the teachers should find a good 
strategy which provoke students to keep their concentration.  
To improve reading comprehension, students cannot work optimally 
by themselves. The students need a strategy to improve their reading 
comprehension. A good strategy should involve students to be an active 
participant in learning process. The strategy is Chunking a text strategy. 
Chunking a text strategy is the students’ ability to break down the text from 
longer into smaller pieces. According to Valentine and Franks (1979) define 
that chunking is the process of organizing or clustering information into a 
small unit such as phrase or clause. Chunking is an alternative strategy 
which is expected to give a variation in the learning process. This strategy is 
good in order to activate the students prior knowledge. Chunking can be 
used in any lenght of texts. A paragraph can be chunked into a small unit as 
phrase, clause, and sentence. Meanwhile, reading for a view pages can be 
chunked into sections. It is useful for having the students information record 
about each chunked. 
Chunking also makes students feel comfortable in reading. Anshel 
(1985) and Giddings (1986) claim that chunking is the one of effective 
reading strategies that can challenge and make students feel comfortable in 
reading. Both of challenging and feeling comfortable are caused by breaking 
down the difficult passages into more comprehensible pieces or small parts 
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from. By doing this, students are able to find and identify key ideas and 
words, improve their ability to paraphrase, organize students’ thinking, and 
unifying information. Many choices to chunk are claimed can improve 
students reading ability. It is proved from Stevents (1981) states that 
students who taught with chunking get the better scores rather than students 
who are taught without chunking. 
 Chunking is a tool for brain to digest the new information easily. The 
reason because the brain is a working memory. In manipulating pieces of 
informations, it holds limited amount of information at once (Malamed 
:2012). According to George Miller (1956), limited amount that is around 
seven pieces of information at that time can be placed in short-term 
memory. However, Miller states that the students can store more 
informations if they are able to chunk or combine some pieces of 
informations from the text. Thus, it can be long term memory. In addition, 
by chunking each pieces by pieces into a large information, the students can 
improve and understand the amount of informations that students already 
remember. 
Overall, teaching reading through chunking a text strategy is 
interesting to do. There are five steps to cunduct chunking a text strategy. 
The first step is preparation. The students prepare anything before studying 
reading by using chunking. The second step is reviewing reading strategies 
that is called reading reminders. So the students circle the unfimiliar words 
and find the meaning by using synonim, antonym, context clues, looking up 
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the meaning. The students also circle the important things in the text such us 
place, time, and name. The students also should read aloud in multiple times 
to reinforce the memory. The third is chunk the text. It is clear that chunk is 
breaking long strings of information from the text into small managable 
units that are easier to remember. The students can work on grouping or on 
their own. The fourth step is paraphrasing meaning. After chunking the text, 
students should paraphrase their own version of the original text. The last 
step is assesment and sharing their own version that  have an aim to evaluate 
students’ understanding and reading ability. 
The previous studies prove that chunking a text strategy can improve 
students’ reading comprehension. Some researcher such us Firman (2016), 
Rini Anggraini (2015), Dwi Kurnia Purnama Sari (2016) use this chunking 
a text strategy in teaching reading comprehension. Rini Anggraini (2015) 
conducts a research by using chunking a text strategy in SMPN 2 
Barombong. The result of using chunking is effective to improve students 
reading comprehension because this strategy can help students in 
understanding and remembering information easily. This strategy also help 
students improve their achievement, overcome the problem in lacking 
vocabulary and misunderstanding of words, encourage students’ motivation 
that make students being active participants. 
Chunking a text strategy can improve students’ reading 
comprehension in biography text. Maulida Kholimaturrohmah (2018) 
conducted this research because she finds out that the students face 
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diffiulties in reading comprehension at eleventh grade of SMK Negri 2 
Demak. The result of this study is the students have experiences from 
learning characters of biography text. In other hand, chunking a text can 
encourage students motivation in improving reading comprehension, 
determining the main idea, and comprehending text.  
Based on the aforementioned aboved, there is no explanation more on 
how chunk can determine main idea, chunk the text based on the structure 
of kind of thext reseacher conducted. Those researcher only talk about how 
successful the students in improving their achievement, gaining new 
vocabulary, and encouraging their motivation. The researcher tries to use 
chunking a text with the variations like paragraph shrinking to help students 
clarify main ideas and ask them to summarize the meaning of a paragraph in 
ten words or less, identifying significance and connections by asking 
questions to prompt their thinking, and jigsaw chunking to help students in 
sharing meaning. 
The differences between the discussion above, the researcher tries to 
improve chunking a text strategy on the reading comprehension in recount 
text. Recount text is one of genres that students must comprehend on it. 
Recount text is a text which retells any past experiences or events to 
entertain the readers. This text is not only learned in a classroom but also 
can be found in real activities to express either happiness experiences or 
sadness experiences. In teaching reading recount text, the students can get 
desirable informations of what they read by using chunking a text strategy. 
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Afterwards, students can figure out recount text on their own version based 
on the structure of recount text, finding main ideas easily, and finding the 
detail information. Thus, the teacher plays an important role to assist 
students in developing a good understanding of recount text awareness.  
In summary, the researcher is interested to conduct a reserach 
dealing with students’ learning reading recount text for second grade of 
junior high school entitled “The Effectiveness of Using Chunking a Text 
Strategy Toward Students Reading Comprehension in Recount Text of the 
Second Grade Students at Mts Mujahidin Ngadiluwih Kediri”. 
 
B. Formulation Of The Reserach Problem 
Based on the background of the study discussed above, the researcher 
determined the problem of the study that becomes the concern of the 
research. The problem of the reseach is: “Is there any significant 
differencess on students’ reading comprehension in recount text before and 
after taught using chunking a text strategy? 
  
C. Objective Of The Research 
According to the research problem statements, the objective of the 
research as follows:  
To know whether there is significant differences on students’ reading 
comprehension in recount text before and after taught using chunking a text 
strategy. 
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D. Research Hypothesis 
Before conducting this research, the researcher proposed two 
hypothesis to show the clearer relationship between research problem and 
possible answer: 
1. Null hypothesis (Ho) states that there is no significant difference on the 
students’ reading comprehension in recount text before and after taught 
using chunking a text strategy. 
2. Alternative hypothesis (Ha) states that there is significant difference on 
the students’ reading comprehension in recount text before and after 
taught using chunking a text strategy. 
 
E. Significant Of The Study 
The researcher hopes that the result of this study can contribute for: 
1. English teachers. The result of this study is expected to give contribution 
for teachers as a feedback to improve their strategy in teaching reading. 
2. Students. The students can use this strategy to improve their ability in 
reading comprehension especially in recount text, make students to be 
more active, feel interest, and comfortable in learning reading. The 
students also understand the meaning and get detail informations from a 
whole text. They will have ability how to monitor their own reading. 
3. For others researchers. The researcher hopes that this study can be used 
as a reference in conducting for future research in same field. Then, it can 
be a comparison to other similiar research. 
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F. Scope And Limitations Of The Study 
Scope and the limitation of this study are written to avoid the 
uncontrolled discussiond that as follows: 
1. Scope 
The scope of this research focuses on students’ reading 
comprehension in recount text by using chunking a text strategy. 
2. Limitations 
In order to be more focus to investigate the effectiveness of using 
chunking a text strategy in students’ reading comprehension of recount 
text, this research is limited only on recount text and chunking a text as a 
strategy. The weakness of this research where the first the researcher was 
difficult to elaborate all the steps only in one meeting because the time 
only an hour, so the researcher had to separate some steps in the next 
meeting. Consequently, some students forgot the steps and felt bored. 
Second, the researcher had trouble to explain how to chunk in getting 
structure of recount text. In consequence, some students were difficult to 
find structure of recount text.  Besides, many factors such as students’ 
condition and situation when accomplishing both treatment and the 
environment in which the tests took place also could become the 
limitation of this study. 
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G. Devinitation Of Key Terms 
In order to clarify the key term used in this research, some definitions 
related to this research are put forward: 
1. Reading Comprehension 
Reading comprehension is an ability to read, recall, and 
understand fully in constructing the meaning, ideas, and detail 
informations of a whole text. Then, the readers can draw conclussions, 
visualize, question, and interpret what they read. According to Smith and 
Johnson (1980), comprehension means the understanding, evaluating 
utilizing of information, gain the interaction between reader and author. 
2. Recount text 
Recount text is a text which tells the reader what happened in he 
past. The content of the text can be a sad or happy story, an action, an 
experience, or an activity. Derewianka (1990) defines that recount text is 
a piece of text which retells what happened in the past events that usually 
involved who plays a role in the story, what happened, where the place of 
events (setting), and when it happened. 
3. Chunking a text strategy 
Chunking a text is a group of words in a sentence that can break 
down into short phrases (usually three to five words) (Casteel: 1998). 
This strategy helps students to develop their ability in paraphrasing, 
finding main idea, and finding detail information based on chunks. 
 
